LATEST INFORMATION ON AIR FREIGHT
GROWTH TRENDS - expected to increase by 30% in 2012 (from 2007 levels) and more than double to reach 850 000 tons by 2022.  

Infrastructure planning challenges:

· Relative unpredictability of the air cargo market (long term growth is highly variable)

· Planning for potential increase in the share of dedicated freighters in the market

· Seasonality of passenger and cargo volumes imposes significant costs on infrastructure  and operations
Cargo Focused airports

· There is potential for additional direct international cargo capacity to Cape Town; Durban and the Eastern Cape

· The freighter focused airport approach is not yet justifiable due to relatively low volumes when can be adequately catered for as belly freight on passenger lines

· Scale requirements and the need for backhaul will restrict more even distribution of cargo traffic across South Africa’s airport network

· Current airport development initiatives with a strong air cargo focus, including KMIA; La Mercy; Polokwane; Upington and Mafikeng may generate more capacity than is required by current demand.
Cargo Volumes

· The three international airports (Cape Town; Durban and OR Tambo), hold more than 70% of all domestic and international cargo movement in the country

	AIRPORTS
	DOMESTIC
	INTERNATIONAL

	OR TAMBO INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
	31726
	289493

	DURBAN INTERNAL AIRPORT
	5418
	5880

	CAPE TOWN INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
	8000
	36747

	OTHER ACSA AIRPORTS
	17192
	840


· Port Elizabeth is by far the largest cargo airport, handling an additional 11000 tons of cargo in 2006 (as much as DIA)

· East London handled 3420 tons

· George handled just over 1500

· It must be noted than Port Elizabeth and East London have substantially grown in freight volumes in recent years along with developments in the automotive sector.  Most of the volumes in these provinces are international , traveling to or from these airports on domestic trunk routes linking to ORTIA.
